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dawn was to last for thirteen days, and to prove
one of the costliest episodes of the whole battle.
The situation was an ideal one for the defence.
Longueval lay to the south-west of the wood, a
straggling village with orchards at its northern end
where the road climbed towards Flers.    Delville
itself was a mass of broken tree trunks, matted
undergrowth, and shell holes.   It had rides cut in it,
running from north to south and from east to west,
which were called by such names as " The Strand "
and "Princes Street," and along these were the
enemy trenches.    The place was terribly at the
mercy of the enemy guns, and on the north and south-
east sides the Germans had a strong trench line,
some seventy yards from the trees, bristling with
machine guns.   The South Africans, after desperate
attacks, clung to the south-east corner, from where
they refused to be dislodged.   Their assault had been
splendid, but their defence was a greater erploit.
They hung on without food or water, while their
ranks were terribly thinned, and at the end, when one
battalion had lost all its officers, they repulsed an
attack by the German 5th Division, the corps d'elite
of Brandenburg.   In this far-flung battle all parts
of the empire won fame, and not least was the glory
of the South African contingent.

The next step was to round off our capture of the
enemy second position, and consolidate our ground.
Apart from this general activity, our two main
objectives were Pozieres and Guillemont. The first,
with the Windmill beyond it, was part of the crest
of the TMepval plateau, Guillemont was necessary
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